A MANGA EDITION OF THE 46TH SEIUN AWARD WINNER FOR BEST JAPANESE SCI-FI SHORT STORY! 


I THINK 
OF YOU EVERY 
TIME I COUNT 
MY GROWING 

COLLECTION 
OF BOTTLES. 


Written by 
HIROTAKA TOBI 
("Sea Fingers") 


I MET YOU ON THE DAY AFTER 4 STORM. 


EXPLORING 
AND SEE 
WHAT SORT 
OF THINGS 
HAVE 
WASHED UP 
AFTERWARD. 


HIROTAKA ТОВІ, 
("Sea Fingers") V 
ჯრ ж“ 
Dran by 
YUKITO KISHIRO 


OR MORE 
ACCURATELY, 
ILIKE THE 
DAY AFTER 
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SIGN: Watch for Falling Obj 


SIGN: Bugbites/Itching \ 2 
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IS 
SOMEONE 
CRYING 
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WH-WHO 
ARE-ARE 


BUTI 
BET THEY 
GOT SWEPT 
AWAY BY THE 
STORM, AND 
YOU WERE 
THE ONLY 
ONE LEFT. 
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A CHILD, 
PRONE TO 
FLIGHTS 
OF FANCY, 
CAN TELL. 


4 
GRAY SKY, 


AND YET, 
I HAVE A 
STRANGE 
FONONESS 
FOR THIS 
PLACE. 
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THERE ARE 
NO ADULTS 
HERE TO 
YELL AT US, 


NO 
BULLIES 
WHO 
HIDE OUR 
SHOES AT 
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I GUESS r 
WHAT CAN BELIEVE 


AN ISLAND? ў ISLAND THAT IT'S A 
DO YOU REAL PLACE 
LIVE ON, IN JAPAN 
THAT I JUST. 
HAVEN'T 
HEARD OF 
BEFORE. 


I WISH 
I COULD 
SEE IT 
SOME- 
DAY. 


TOHKYOH 
ISLAND 
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HE HAS 
«¿AND THEN THIS BIG, 
ALL SORTS OF HUGE 
STUFF JUST MACHINE 
JUMPS OUT THAT 
OF THE SEA, MAKES 


ALL LIKE, 


‘BO-YOING”! #8 


NOISE 


MY HOUSE 
WAS ON A 
BIG ISLAND 


I MEAN, 
I GUESS 
JAPAN IS 
AN ISLAND 
NATION... 


WHAT? 
My DADDY'S 
A GREAT 
SCIENTIST 
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NOT AT 444 
WHAT THE 
SEA I'M 
THINKING 
OF LOOKS 


MM bs 


AND ALL 
THOSE FISH! 
INE NEVER 
SEEN ANY- 
THING LIKE 

THEM!! 
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SHE 
WAS SO 
INSISTENT 
THAT THE 
OCEAN 
WAS 


NO! AND 
WHAT'S A 
"PLEY- 
STASHUN" 


WHAT 

PLAY- 
Jumping STATION 
гаса GAME IS 


LISTEN! 
THEY GO 
“BO-YOING” 
OUT OF 
THE GRAY 
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«WE HAD NO 
SENSE OF THE 
PASSAGE OF 
TIME, BUT WE 
FOUND THAT WE 
HAD ENOUGH TO 
GO OUT AND GET 
TIRED OF PLAYING 
BEFORE THE 
ANSWERS CAME. 


ENTHRALLED BY 
THIS DISCOVERY, 
MIKA AND І TRIED 
ASKING THE OLD 
MAN QUESTIONS 
THROUGH WRITING. 


AS 
THERE WERE 
NO TICKING 


// comes 
ав а great 
surprise fo 

me that I can 

Think and 
communicate 

with You пош. 


They said a 

mysterious 
gray matter 
was spreadın 

in the Gui 


of Mexico. 


If spread with 
astonishing 
speed 
transforming 
the oceans info 
a gray world 
of death. 


My name is 
Michio Koga. 
I was a 
teacher af а 
university. 


Же first 
time I 
learned of 
it was on 
CMN News 
about two 
years ago. 


If sounded 
like the 


Buf if soon че 


became 
apparent that #. MI, 


(5 was ай 4 
entirely new first. 


kind of threat. 


// broke down 
and д 
everythin 
it her 
water, ships, 
people- 
and multiplied. 


Once it had 
turned the 
же seas 
0 2ray, 
they settled 
on calling 


it the 


Tokyo, 
o y 
Very の 
acing the 
Sea was 
swallowed by 
the Ashen 
overnight. 


I retreated fo 
my residence 
in Karuizawa 
10 ку 
my thoughts 
hoforde 
end... 
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What was it? 
Nanomachines 
run amok? 
Some kind of 
alien life? 

The worlds 
scientists tried 
desperately fo 
solve the mystery, 
but they learned 


By the time we 
finaly realized 
that we were 
facing extinction, 
it was already 
100 late. 


They say some 
country tried 
fo nuke the 
Ashen, but 
I don’t know 
if if^ true 
or nor. 


SO THIS IS 

WHAT YOU 

MEANT BY 
GRAY SEAS... 


% the information 
being saved, even 
as the maffer 


is dissolved? 
Or have I been 
sent to a different 


dimension? 


swallowed by 


the Ashen. 


But if was 
assumed that 
everything it 
devoured was 
broken down 
info nothing. 

Could that 

assumption be 
incorrect? 


182 


OCEAN... 
it WAS МЕ! 


MIKA GOT 
DEPRESSED 
AND BECAME 
WITHDRAWN 
AFTER THAT. 


I DION'T 
REALIZE 
JUST HOW 
SHAKEN 
SHE WAS 


EVEN 
A CANDY 
BAR DIDN'T 
CHEER 
HER UP! 


Ar É A 
TM PRETTY | fo, © T a OH, I GET IT! 
SURE I у dA THE THINGS THAT 
GOT ONE m COME FALLING 
OF THESE DOWN ARE JUST 
ALREADY... £ ン N OBJECTS FROM 
ს THE OUTSIDE 
WORLD GETTING 
ABSORBED BY 
THE ASHEN. 
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UNCERTAIN, 
IASKED 
PROFESSOR 
KOGA WHAT 


WAS д FIRST 
SCRAWLED, BOTTLE 
HEARTFELT “ 


THE SECOND 
BOTTLE WAS 
CALM, NEAT, 
AND VERY 


· + dearest Mika, `: 
cu write thie leter 
nthe faith Паў... 


u are nof dead, 


Tm engaging in 
research to; find) 
| alway folbring) Å 
YOU Pack; trom) 
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Je lebe, 
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As you know, Mika, the 
reason we can maintain a 
civilized life on a Tiny island 
like Awazu ів because of 
these relics of the past 
that we dredge up. 


The fownsfolk pity me, 
saying that my 1055 has 
driven me to daffness... 


My field of expertise (2 
acoustic engineering. 
(5 к a three-dimensional, 
jp å Y acoustic field tailored to 


take advantage of the Ashen’ 


unique properties, we can 
“produce various objects > 


trom ifs depths. 


OF course, no researcher 
ever succeeded af bringing 
back a living thing from the 
Ashen with this acoustic 
method-certainy not 
a human being. 


BUT I couto і 
TELL THAT, 
MIKA'S DADDY ==, 
WAS TRYING, 
то BRING HER I. 
BACK TO THE 
— OUTSIDE zl 
WORLD. = EN 0 


LES 


WANT TO BE 

SEPARATED 

FROM MIKA 
1] 
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HALF THE _ 
WORDS 


T WERE ТОО. 


COMPLICATED 
TO'UNDER- 
| STAND. 
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he 
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Й 
І 
THOUGHT 
NOTHING 
OF MIKA'S 
FEELINGS, 
OR OF THE 
OLD MAN 
LIVING ON 
HIS OWN 
TIME. 
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THERE WEREN'T ` 

Cr me ТМО 

LETTERS IN, © d 
"BOTTLES. > 


I suspect 
that she 
15 а person 
rom an era 
much further 
ahead of our 
fimes. 


DADDY'S 
CALLING 
FOR ME. 


THAT'S THE 
SOUND OF 
THE MUSIC 
BOX THAT WE 
REMEMBER 


LOOKS 
LIKE THIS IS 
GOODBYE 


WHAT MAKES YOU THINK... 


… COULD POSSIBLY 
DO THAT? 


BUTI é I 
THINK : DON'T 
OF you б; KNOW 
WHEN I | 3 TR HOW 
COUNT MY | წ e j MUCH 
GROWING , ს TIME 
COLLEC- / / : HAS 
TION OF 71 3 PASSED 


BOTTLES. - SINCE 
THEN. 


I'LL BE 
SEEING 


ALMAS 


MARS CHRONICLE 
PRESENTED by YUKITO KISHIRO 


MUSCLEHEADEO 
KARATE-KA... 


PANZER ZITTERN pg. 79 KARATE-KA 09-61 
German for "Panzer Vibration." A practitioner of karate. 


SHOES AT 
SCHOOL. 


SCHOOL SHOES pg. 174 


Special indoor slippers, called uwabaki, that are 
often part of the Japanese school uniform. The 
front entrance of a school is the locker room, 
Where students stash their own shoes and put on 
the indoor slippers that are cleaner and softer on 
the floor, as well as unified like all other aspects 
of a uniform. Because of this, hiding a student's 
school shoes or placing tacks inside of them are 
pretty stereotypical forms of bullying or teasing 
activities. 


FALTER 
German for "butterfly." 


WE'LL 
SEND YOU 


CRAFTS. 


pg. 125 
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Design 


KODANSHA 
COMICS 


Far beneath the shimmering space-city of Zalem lie the trash-heaps 
of The Scrapyard... Here, cyber-doctor and bounty hunter Daisuke 
Ido finds the head and torso of an amnesiac cyborg girl. He names 
her Alita and vows to fill her life with beauty, but in a moment of 

desperation, a fragment of Alita’s mysterious past awakens in her. 

She discovers that she possesses uncanny prowess in the legendary 
martial art known as panzerkunst. With her newfound skills, Alita 
decides to become a hunter-warrior - tracking down and taking out 
those who prey on the weak. But can she hold onto her humanity in 
the dark and gritty world of The Scrapyard? 


回 Yukito Kishiro/Kodansha, Ltd. All rights reserved. 


A new series from Yoshitoki Oima, creator of The New York Times 
bestselling manga and Eisner Award nominee A Silent Voice! 


An intimate, 
emotional drama 
and an epic story 
spanning time and 
space... 


VIEWS SM 7 
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An orb was cast unto the earth. After metamorphosing 
into a wolf, It joins a boy on his bleak journey to find 
his tribe. Ever learning, It transcends death, even when % 
those around It cannot... 4 
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© Yoshitoki Oima/Kodansha, Ltd. All rights reserved. 


dventure that fantasy readers will relate to and enjoy” — 
. Adventures in Poor Taste 


Mikami's middle age hasn't gone as he 
planned: He never found a girlfriend, 
he got stuck in a dead-end job, and 
he was abruptly stabbed to death in 
the street at 37.So when he wakes 
up in a new world straight out of a 
fantasy RPG, he's disappointed, but 
not exactly surprised to find that 

he's facing down a dragon, not as 
knight or a wizard, but as a blind slime 


© Fuse/Taiki Kawakami/Kodansha, Ltd.All rights reserved. 


By Kazuhiro Fujita 
Deep in Scotland Yard in London sits an evidence room dedicated to the greatest 
mysteries of British history. In this “Black Museum” sits a misshapen hunk of 
lead—two bullets fused together—the key to a wartime encounter between Florence 
Nightingale, the mother of modern nursing, and a supernatural Man in Grey. This 
story is unknown to most scholars of history, but a special guest of the muscum will 
tell the tale of The Ghost and the Lac 


Praise for Kazuhiro Fujita’s Ushio and Tora 
“A charming revival that combines a classic look with modern depth and pacing... Essential viewing 
both for curmudgeons and new fans alike.” — Anime News Network 
“GREAT! The first episode of Ushio and Tora captures the essence of '90s anime.” — IGN 


azuhiro Fujita/Kodansha Ltd. All rights reserved. 


Japan's 
most powerful 
spirit medium 
delves into the 
ghost world's 

greatest 

mysteries! 


Story by Kyo 
Shirodaira, famed 
author of mystery 

fiction and creator of 
Spiral, Blast of Tempest, 
and The Record of a 
Fallen Vampire. 


Both touched by spirits called yókai, 
Kotoko and Kuró have gained unique 
superhuman powers. But to gain her 
powers Kotoko has given up an eye 
and a leg, and Kuró's personal 
life is in shambles. So 
when Kotoko suggests 
they team up to deal 
with renegades from 
the spirit world, Кигб 
doesn't have many other 
choices, but Kotoko might just 
have a few ulterior motives... 
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story ву KYO SHIRODAIRA 
ART By CHASHIBA KATASE 


O Kyo Shirodaira, Chashiba Katase/Kodansha Ltd. All rights reserved. 
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© Hiroyuki Takei/Kodansha Ltd. All rights reserved 


New action series from Hiroyuki Takei, creator of 


the classic shonen franchise Shaman King! 


In medieval Japan, a bell hanging on the collar is a sign that a cat 
has a master. Norachiyos bell hangs from his katana sheath, but he is 
nonetheless a stray — a ronin. This one-eyed cat samurai travels across a 
dishonest world, cutting through pretense and deception with his blade. 
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From the creator of The Flowers of Evil 

Nothing interesting is happening in Makoto Ozaki's first year of high 
school. Hls life is a series of quiet humiliations: low-grade bullies, 
unreliable friends, and the constant frustration of his adolescent lust. But 
one night, a pale, thin girl knocks him to the ground in an alley and offers 
him a choice. 

Now everything is different. Daylight is searingly bright. Food tastes 
awful. And worse than anything is the terrible, consuming thirst... 


Praise for Shuzo Oshimi's The Flowers of Evil 


“A shockingly readable story that vividly—one might even say queasily—evokes the fear 
and confusion of discovering one’s own sexuality. Recommended.” —The Manga Critic 


“A page-turning tale of sordid middle school blackmail.” 一 Otaku USA Magazine 


“A stunning new horror manga.” —Third Eye Comics 


“Tm pleasantly 
surprised to find 
modern shojo using 
cross-dressing as a 
dramatic device to deliver 
social commentary... 
Recommended.’ 


-Otaku USA 
Magazine 


BY AICO Yanianaka 


A drunkard for a father, a household of poverty... For 17-year-old Atsuko, 
misfortune is all she knows and believes in. Until one day, a chance 
encounter with Itaru-the wealthy heir of a huge corporation-changes 
everything. The two look identical, uncannily so. When Itaru curiously 
goes missing, Atsuko is roped into being his stand-in. There, in his shoes, 
Atsuko must parade like a prince in a palace. She encounters many new 
experiences, but at what cost...? 


© Hico Yamanaka/Kodansha Ltd. All rights reserved. 


Battle Angel Alita Mars Chronicle 2 
KODANSHA COMICS Digital Edition 


Battle Angel Alita: Mars Chronicle volume 2 copyright © 2015 Yukito 
Kishiro 
English translation copyright © 2018 Yukito Kishiro 


All rights reserved. 


First published in Japan in 2015 by Kodansha Ltd., Tokyo. 
Electronic Publishing rights for this English edition arranged through 
Kodansha Ltd., Tokyo. 


No portion of this book may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or 
by any means without written permission from the copyright holders. 
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www.kodanshacomics.com 


ISBN: 9781642121742 
Digital Edition: 1.0.0 


Translator: Stephen Paul 

Lettering: Evan Hayden 

Editing: Ajani Oloye 

Kodansha Comics edition cover design: Phil Balsman 


